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4 June 1851

New York City

In the annual report of the Board of Domestic Missions, Albertus C. Van Raalte's report of the
Classis of Holland was published. He said the union with the Dutch Reformed Church was a
"source ofjoy and gratitude." The Classis of Holland hopes to have representatives at church
meetings of the denomination but suffers from a lack of funds to do so.
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APPENDIX.

in as many different districts have been more or less supplied. A Sabbath-school
has been regularly kept up, numbering between forty and fifty children, and a Bibleclass of about twelve has been nvosionally held. The prayer-meeting has not been
attended as it might and ought to have been, and we have reason deeply to humble
ourselves before God that we have not felt and expressed in a becoming manner our
dep endence upon and deáre for Divine aid.
Still the Lord has blessed us. He has cheered us by the welfare of precious souls.
It does seem as if His rich grace has been glorious in the work of salvation. A beloved youth, aged sixteen years, the sou of one of our elders, whom the Lord has
called away, was awakened to a serious concern for his eternal welfare, about two or
three weeks before his death, by reading two tracts taken to the house by the missionary. Eis awakening, as far as we could judge, resulted in his sweet submission
to Christ, so that he died m peace. A man of the venerable age of seventy-three years,
and who Ens been notorious as a sinner, has been deeply penetrated by a sense of his
sinful condition, and humbly and affectionately: led to Christ, -whom he now finds precious and in whom he greatly rejoices. He gives evidence of being a new creature
in Christ Jesus. A married woman, somewhat in early life, has also been enabled,
as a poor, guilty sinner, to trust her soul in the hands of a dear Saviour, to whom
she Las given herself The first of these has, we believe joined the Church triumphant; the latter two have united with the Church militant They form an interesting trio—all one in Christ, though of different earthly nativity; one being from Englaud, another from Vermont, and a third from Germany. In an extensive family
visitation which has been effected, we have discovered a few pleasing instances of
Jehovah's grace in bringing sinners to how and love and rejoice in Him. These
we hope to see gathered into the church. I may remark, this visitation has been
generally acceptable and quite useful. In one case we were rudely repulsed—probably more from ignorance of the design of our visit than from enmity. Numerous
tracts have been distributed, and we are putting in circulation sixty copies of the
American Messenger, forty copies of the Journal of Missions; also twenty copies of
the Youth's Dayspring, in the Sabbath-school. The Lord has been -working and is
working; and should his professed people work in prayer and holy effort, what delightful results shall we behold! Oh that his Holy Spirit may copiously descend!
At present we alternate a third service on the Sabbath between Constantine and
Mottville, which station is left destitute by the decease of Bro. Seeber. We would
like to do more for Mottvlile, but it does not yet appear practicable. We have thirty
families and for-two members, six of whom have been added during the year,
viz.: four on certificate, and two on confession from the world. Our congregation
may be reckoned at one hundred and forty. Contributions have been fonvarded to
the Treasurers of the Boards of Domestic and Foreign Missions, amounting to $10.15
and $6.15.
In relation to the prospects of the church, I wish to speak with caution. She has
now been formed upwards of eight years, and I have been astonished that she has
not had a more firm hold of the community. Apparent friends have left her, or do
not appear to appreciate her excellence. It is clear God must be our supreme and
only dependence; and if our trials should simplify our faith, augment our zeal, promote a spirit of earnest, wrestling prayer, and thus lead us to take hold of Jehovah's
strength, all is well and will be well That God 'will leave us, or that the cause
will go down, I have no apprehension; but the full establishment of the church, and
its ability to sustain itself are probably further off than we fondly expected. If the
Board stand by and 'foster the church, as I believe they-will, the result will be happy;
but in the absence of that nurturing care, she will have only a rickety and precarious existence. We have some devoted members and excellent adherents, who
are not disposed to see the church crushed, and who, I think, will be stirred up
to prayer and effort by opposing circumstances. Though I am disappointed in some
respects, I am not discouraged; and, with the blessing of our Divine Master, and the
generous patronage of the Board. I am prepared to "go forward," seeking the peace
and prosperity of our beloved Zion. May God bless her, and she must go ahead •
and then, though we pass through fire and though water, it will be into a wealthy
place. May the glonous Head give His smile and rich blessing to the Board, and
may your desires and labors to attain its noble object be more than realized
Yours, most cordially, in the blessed work,
DAVID A. JONES.

REPORTS mom CHURCHES.
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Report from the Church at South Bend, Indie,na, the Rev. D.
McNEisrt, Pastor.
BEV. AND Data Sin :—In compliance with your urgent request, I send you this,
brief report, covering my labors for the past year.
From previous communications you have learned that much of my time bas been
occupied in labors which had for their end the erection of a house of worship. Our
anxiously-cherished hopes for this are about to be crowned with entire success. We
will occupy our house in about three or four weeks. It will be gratifying to the
Board of Missions to learn that we have been able to build a house of worship
worthy of our denomination and worthy of the cause in which we are engaged, by
the very liberal contributions of our own people and the economical application of
the funds contributed by the Eastern churches. When we dedicate the house to the
Se17100 of God, we will be prepared to make such statement of moneys received and
expended as will gratify those who have a.sisted us, and encourage them to the
exercise of even greater liberality for the future. We have, ever since I have been
here, kept up a regular service on the Sabbath. But our place of meeting has unavoidably been one of the most unattractive and inconvenient We have had man"
of the people to our meetings, but, from the want of comfortable accommodation's.,
they have not been regular in their attendance. Most of my time, therefore, has
been spent in preaching to the small congregation who were held together by the
hope of worshipping in a more convenient house at an early day.
I am glad, however, to assure you that our prospect of gathering a congregation
together of those who have been in the highways and byways is very encouraging.
A large number of our citizens have voluntarily assured both myself and others of
my people that they were anxiously waiting to :dentify themselves as members of
our congregation, as soon as we could accommodate them with room.
We have admitted only one member during the year to the communion of the
church. He was admitted on confession of his faith.
Yours, in the bonds of Christ,
DAVID MaNrasu.

Translation of a Report of Classis of Holland, Michigan.
BELOVED Buornin:—In relation to our union with the Old Holland Church of
North America, which is to us a source of joy and gratitude, it was
resolved (by
our Classis) that it is our duty to cherish the same cordially and tenderly.
Although, on account of want of pecuniary means, it is difficult for our delegates to
attend on the ecclesiastical assemblies, it is desirable that we should, by letters,
make Imown to these ecclesiastical assemblies the feelings of the Classis of Holland.
By this means they may understand that we cherish feelings of love and brotherly
communion, and desire that the union may be more closely and cordially cemented.
The ready reception and hearty introduction of us into church fellowship excited in
us gladness and great respect, and as they stood in strong contrast with the contempt, oppression and rejection which we experienced in the Netherlands, it
could not but produce a beneficial impression upon our hearth. This respect and
love are greatly increased, when we take into consideration that we possess nothing,
which can in any way recommend us. Om strong adherence to the articles of the
Confession, the doctrines of the Reformation, the distinctive Catechism of the Reformed Churches, and the canons of the Synod of Dort, which was in the Netherhuids
a cause of contempt, oppression and rejection, has here opened for us a large place
in your hearts We cherish the humble desire not to prove unworthy of the confidence reposed in us, but to conduct ourselves, according to our calling as an ornament to the Dutch Reformed Church, seeking earnestly the glory of 'God and the
salvation of our neighbors. For this end we entreat the intercessions of the Church,
and her beneficent care over us, especially in regard to the education of our youth.
This subject was referred to Dr. Van Raalte to communicate the feelings of the
Classis in such manner, and through such channel, as he may deem expedient,
Dear Brother, lam yours, etc.,
S. C. vAzr RA4m.z.
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